
Isaac Backus 

Faithful Pastor and Champion of Liberty 
 

I. Backus Becomes a Christian 
A. His Early Years  
B. His Conversion 

As I was mowing alone in the field, August 24th, 1741, all my past life was opened plainly before me, and 
I saw clearly that it had been filled up with sin. I went and sat down in the shade of a tree, where my 
Prayers and tears, my hearing of the Word of God and striving for a better heart, with all my other 
doings, were set before me in such a light that I perceived I could never make myself better, should I live 
ever so long. Divine justice appeared clear in my condemnation, and I saw that God had a right to do 
with me as he would. My soul yielded all into his hands, fell at His feet, and was silent and calm before 
Him. And while I sat there, I was enabled by divine light to see the perfect righteousness of Christ and 
the freeness and riches of His grace, with such clearness, that my soul was drawn forth to trust Him for 
salvation. And I wondered that others did not also come to Him who had enough for all. The word of 
God and the promise of His grace appeared firmer than a rock, and I was astonished at my previous 
unbelief. My heavy burden was gone, tormenting fears were fled, and my joy was unspeakable. 

 

II. Backus Becomes a Pastor 
A. His Call to Preach 
B. His Itinerant Ministry 
C. His Pastoral Care 

“New England has formally been a place for religion in general and family worship in particular, but of 
late, the neglect of this, as well as of other religious duties, has evidently been growing upon us, which 
has caused much grief to pious souls. Yet, I have not heard that any discourse has been published upon 
this subject here these many years, and as there have been lately the numbers remarkably awakened in 
some parts of the land that were trained up in the neglect the family prayer.” 

 

III. Backus Becomes a Baptist 
A. His Conviction in Becoming a Baptism 
B. His Persecution for Becoming a Baptist 

 

IV. Backus Becomes a Champion of Religious Liberty 



 

 

 

 

 

 


